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Dear Muslim: Assalemo Alaykom Wa Rahmatollah-¢ Wo Barakaatoh

This is the verdict which the great Imam Shaltat, the late head of al-Ashar
University, issued concerning the Shi‘ah school of thonght. The verdict is
followed by Imam Shaltut's letter addressing a Shi‘h scholar.

Head Office of al-Azhar University
In THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIPUL

Text of the Verdict (Falwa) Issued by His Excellency
Shiekh al-Akbar Mahmud Shaltut,
Head of the al-Azhar University,
on Permissibility of Following al-Shi‘eh al-Imamiyaeh School of Thought

Fis excellency was asked:

Some believe that, for a muslim to have religiously correet worship and dealing, it is necessary to
follow one of the four known schools of thought; whereas, ol-Shi‘ah al-Jmamiyah school of thought is
not one of them nor al-Shi‘ah al-Zaidiyeh. Do your excellency agree with this opinion, and prohibit
following al-Shi‘ah ol-Imamiyah al-Ithna Ashariah school of thought, for example?

His excellency replied:

1. Islam does not require a muslim to follow a particular sect. Rather, we say: every muslim has
the right to follow one of the schools of thought which has been correctly narrated and its verdicts
have been compiled in its books. And, everyone who is following such sects can transfer to any other,
and it shall be no crime on him for doing so.

2. The Ja‘fary school of thought, which is also known as al-Shi‘ah al-Imamiyah al-Ithna Ashariah,
is a school of thought that is religionsly correct to follow in worship as other Sunni schools of thought.

Muslims must know this, and ought to refrain from unjust prejudice to any particular school of
thought, since the religion of Allah and His Divine Law (sharyat) was never restricted to a particular
school of thought. All jurisprudents (mujtahidun) are accepted by Almighty Allah, and the one who is
not mujtahid is allowed to follow them; and practice what they prescribe in their jurisprudence (figh),
and there is no difference in that regarding worship (ibeadaat) and dealing (muamelaat).

Signed,
Mahmud Shaltut
L L L L L LL L
His excellency the great Allamah Mohammad Taqi al-Qumi:

the general secretary of The League to Bring Together Islamic Schools of Thought
(Jama‘at at-Tagrib bain al-Mathahib al-Islamiyah)

Salamollah Alaykom Wa Rahmatoh

Then, it is my pleasure to send your excellency a copy of the verdict, bearing my signature, which
I issued on the permissibility of following al-Shi‘ah al-Tmamiyah school of thought, hoping that you
document it in the Jama‘at at-Tagrib, which we participated in its establishment with you, and Allah
grant us success in achieving its mission.

Wa Assalamo Alaykom Wa Rakmaltollah

Signed,
Sheikh al-Jaamea al-Azhar,
Mahmud Shaltut
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